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When invited to contribute a short autobiographical
piece for the “Historical Note” section of Ground Water, 1
thought of what Woody Allen once said—rather than gain-
ing immortality for his lifetime of accomplishments, he
would prefer just not dying. Given that T have no choice in
the matter, and now that my professional career exceeds 50
years, perhaps some of my experiences might be of interest
to colleagues who wonder how ground water became my
major focus.

How one selects a career depends frequently on time,
place, and circumstances, just like meeting the person you
marry. It isn’t always planned; often it just happens. For
me, becoming a hydrologist turned out to be a most satis-
fying field of endeavor. All in all, it has been most fortunate
that things worked out as they did.

My father was a professor at Purdue University, where
engineering predominated, and it was understood early that
we children would go to school there. As a result, I selected
civil engineering, my two brothers became chemical engi-
neers, and my sister married a mechanical engineer,
Because 1 was interested in nature and the world around
me, the civil choice appeared to give me the broadest back-
ground. But in the middle of my senior year in high school,
the attack on Pearl Harbor occurred and everything sud-
denly shifted into high gear. I was excused from the final
three months of high school to start immediately in the new
wartime year-round academic program at Purdue. Within a
year, I realized I would soon have to go into military serv-
ice; considering the various options, T learned of a meteor-
ology training program in the Army Air Corps. The air
component of World War II was looming ever larger, and
there was an urgent need for weather forecasters. I enlisted
and was sent to New York University for a 15-month cadet
training program, after which 1 was commissioned as a
weather officer. For the next two years, I worked as a
weather forecaster—reading teletype weather reports,
drawing large multicolored weather maps, and briefing
pilots—first at an air base in Indiana, then in Michigan, and
for most of the time in Gander, Newfoundland. and Goose
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Bay, Labrador. It was in Labrador on a lonely night shift
that T met Dr. Carl G. Rossby, an eminent meteorologist,
who first suggested the idea that hydrology might be a good
outcome for my civil engineering and meteorology back-
grounds.

I was discharged in the summer of 1946 and returned
to Purdue to complete my civil engineering degree. With
this accomplished by June 1948, together with my marriage
to Rolly, who has been my lifelong supporter for lo these
50-plus years, we headed for Denver, where [ began work-
ing with the Hydrology Division of the U.S. Burean of
Reclamation on spillway design floods for western dams.
Following a leave of absence to complete a master’s degree
in meteorology at New York University, I was asked to join
the civil engineering faculty at the University of California,
Berkeley, to teach courses in hydrology and fluid mechan-
ics. Recognizing that there was much to learn from the
expertise in several departments on the Berkeley campus, [
was able to arrange a part-time teaching program so that I
could also work toward a Ph.D. By then, ground water
hydrology had become my major interest, and my disserta-
tion focused on transient bank storage of a flooding stream
(Todd 1955).

Soon I was responsible for graduate courses in surface
water and ground water. The Linsley, Kohler, and Paulhus
text, Applied Hydrology, served well for the surface water
course, but there was no comparable text for ground water.
Initially, T used C.F. Tolman’s 1937 text, Ground Water,
which was out of print, by loaning students copies that 1
had bought secondhand. In the meantime, I prepared sup-
plemental handout materials based largely on publications
of the U.S. Geological Survey. At the time, the USGS dom-
inated the ground water field and I have been forever grate-
ful for the assistance of those early leaders (Theis, Jacob,
Cooper, Ferris, Poland, and Rorabaugh, among others) who
so generously gave me time and encouragement.

Then in 1956, I was fortunate to be able to attend the
Darcy Centennial Symposium of the (then) International
Association of Scientific Hydrology (IASH) in Dijon,
France. This opportunity to meet and share ground water
interests with hydrologists from around the world con-
firmed my wish to emphasize ground water research. It was
also at this time that I was asked by the USGS to expand
and complete a bibliographic study I had done on artificial
recharge as an undergraduate at Purdue; later, it appeared as
a USGS water supply paper (Todd 1959a). In the following
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